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•rjirjTS  of  pu3>tdo  as  v/.r  djt .srrznt 

tff  .f  t  t-*n  r,Y  A.RAJCI 


Former  ,Iinister  Tells  Summer 
College  Orcu]  relief  Japan 
ililiterirtio  erroneous 

Seys  !iuch  Ived  to  West 

Of  Opinion  I fcnkind  '  uot 
Save  Itself  by  Fusing  the 
Ilrteriellstio  end  the 
Spirit!;?  1 


Ft  ,,or  to  do  bis  Share 

General  Sear  a  Araki,  number  of  the  Supreme  Ilixitery 
Council  rnd  former  War  l.inir.ter,  urged  the  applies tlon  of 
Hushido  universally  rs  a  guarantee  cf  wor'l  pesce  in  an 
address  delivered  on  Thursday  at  the  Karuizav*  session 

cf  the  Orientel  Culture  Summer  College. 

He  presented  a  picture  of  the  current  distress  of  the 

v/orld,  which  he  blamed  cn  the  predominance  of  materialism 
unlecvened  by  spiritual  elements,  and  told  of  his  hope 
that  Japan  orn  contribute  to  relief  of  the  situation  by 
harmonizing  Western  civilization  with  Oriental  culture. 
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~ wju  f*ce  of  thiB  dlsru  1  si. tuatlcn, M  S-eneral  /raki 
stated,  %e  should  consider  world  affairs  from  a  higher 
point  of  view.  In  recent  centuries,  brcedly  speaking,  the 
v;orld  has  teen  completely  dominated  by  whet  we  o>  11  western 
civilization.  This  civilization  has  benefitted  humanity 
greatly,  needless  to  sry,  with  itr  rationalization,  organi¬ 
ze  t  ion  end  efficiency.  Ve  pay  high  tribute  tc  it  because 
of  this,  and.  it  cannot  be  denied  thf  t  cur  country,  .j  a  pa  n , 
has  echievod  the  happiness  and  prosperity  it  enjoys  todty 
because  it  has  rssimilrted  the  civilization  of  the  Vest.* 

MVe  should  be  f rr nk  one  ugh,  however,  to  realize  that 
this  civilization  has  defects  and  shortcomings,  particularly 
those  which  make  us  rogf  rd  human  ^.ife  In  terms  ol  material** 
ism  and  mocha nios.  Those  dofeoto,  T  suspect,  are  the  causes 
of  the  evils  of  all  kinds  from  which  we  are  suffering  sc 
acutely.  From  the  'peculiarly  unhealthy  ideology  of  in¬ 
dividualism  and  materialism  have  sprung  capitalism,  Com¬ 
munism,  State  Socialism,  compromising  internationalism, 
Jingoism,  dictatorships  end  democracy.  It  hr s  accordingly 
become  impossible  to  find  a  society  in  which  a  bright  and 
serene  atmosphere  prevails  and  in  which  /;&  can  ^  n  joy  a 
spiritual  outlook  on  life,  bringing  into  play  the  moral 
value  of  spontaneous  humr  n  sentiments  and  uuituaj.  cooperation. 
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i'Gcpio  Eigglng  breves 

"On  the  contrary,  the  peoples  rre  digging  their  own 
graves  end  ccnscicusly  or  unconsciously  committing  suicide 
in  slaughtering  each  other  in  spite  of  tremendous  we? 1th 
and  highly  developed  scientific  knowledge.  In  this  is 
rooted  world  unrest.  Unlots  we  ccn  eradioete  it,  meklng 
room  for  mutual  affection  md  confidence,  we  sbrll  not  he 
cblo  to  \ftr d  off  tho  catastrophe  thrt  is  impending.  Put 
how  r re  ve  to  cope  with  this  deplorable  situation?  1  in¬ 
sist  that  the  only  hope  lies  in  harmonize t ion  of  material 
civilization  and  spiritual  culture.  Agr inst  individualism 
must  be  placed  the  spirit  cf  cooperation  and  the  spirit  of 
the  big  family.  Amt lprmr t ion  or  fusion  or  fusion  cl 
Oriental  culture  and  Occidental  civilization ,  combining 
spiritualism  and  materialism  in  an  harmonious  manner,  will 
give  a  lofty  conception  of  human  life  und^r  the  swey  o. 
v;hdch  men  will  rejoice  in  their  lot  and  work  with  mutual 
cooperation.  Humanity  can  benefit  more  from  nob.i.e  ideas 

than  from  mechanical  technique. 

nWo  Jt  panes e  hl  ve  assimilated  the  quint essence  ol 
Oriental  oulture  end  imposed  it  on  the  b? se  of  our  own  spir¬ 
itual  heritage,  end  ve  are  convinced  that  v/e  hrve  something 

of  value  to  offer  tho  world.  Wo  feel  greatly  indected 
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,.D.„  to  tbo  vest  for  tic  great  strides  wo  fceve  made  during  the 
53S  ffSt  v,e  century  tlrourl  utilization  o  j-  oa  .err.  .lvlllz 
tion.  Vo  owe  rratitudo  to  the  United  Stores,  minimi, 

Germany,  Frcnoe  and  Itexy. 

"As  for  myself,  I  am  doing  everything  pcssitle  In  co¬ 
operation  with  friends  of  the  some  view,  to  complete  the 
fusion  of  Western  civilize tlon  end  Oriental  culture,  the 
harmonize tion  of  materialism  end  spiritualism,  with  the 
e lu  Of  eliminating  the  agonies  of  the  present  situation, 
though  1  feel  scarcely  qualified  for  so  difficult  a  task. 
Permanent  perce  and  true  happiness  ere  what  1  earnestly 
desire*  Shameful  though  it  is  t!o  admit  it,  the  evils  which 

accrue  from  Western  civilization  h-  ve  not  yet  teen  elimi¬ 
nated  in  this  country.  Thus  i't  la  of  urgent  importance 
to  realize  our  project  first  in  angle,  tut  1  taileve  rhet 
you  can  re-fapon.  I  declare  tha  t  I  shell  spare  no  pains 
to  accomplish  this  holy  aim,  raeerdlese  of  «»•  oost«  : 
wont  you  to  understand  by  goodwill  and  ths  sincerity  of  my 

Intentions . 

Conviction  Treultionrl 

"This  conviction  of  iJ.no  is  not  t  new  thing.  It  hr  s 
1  been  kept  alive  in  the  tody  of  four  traditional  moral 

teaching  from  ancient  times.  We  J,  pt  nese  .re  second  t.  nons 
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i.D.-'f  in  striting  for  pet  ce  and  happiness  in  the  world,  but  I  em 

535 

sorry  to  soy  that  the  true  ut  panose  spirit  hr  s  so  far  not 
been  fully  appreciated  e brood.  As  a  result,  misunderstend- 
ing  and  oonfusion  frequently  crise;  The  \s  nehurian  affrir 
hos  been  viewed  from  a  wrong  onglo,  but  I  believe  thrt  you 
con  receive  enlightenment  provided  you  oomprehend  our 
notional  chi roc ter  and  spirit. 

"As  c.  conspicuous  exrmple  cf  misundersta  nling  ebout 
Japi  n,  let  rib  tcko  Bushido#  This  country,  animated  by 
Bushido  and  the  mr rtiol  sjirit,  is  ccor sionally  misrepre¬ 
sented  as  vrrlike  end  aggressive.  The  If nrur go  difference, 

I  om  afraid  is  largely  responsible,  1  asked  somebody  re- 

* 

cently  to  translate  martial  spirit  from  Japanese  into 
English  and  wa  s  given,  much  to  ny  surprise  end  disillusion, 
the  word  militarism  ICodc,  or  the  Way  of  the  Impercr,  was 
translated  on  Imperialism,  which  is  quite  another  matter. 
The  Chinese  ideograph  v/hich  we  use  for  mi  rtisi.  spirit  is 
a  compound  of  two  pi  rts  thrt  mean  haltvrd  end  step.  The 

aim  of  martial  spirit  is  to  r^f  li^e  per  ce  by  atopping  the 

misuse  of  weapons.  Kodo  is  the  path  faithfully  followed 
by  cur  xmporia  1  Family.  It  causes  everybed.v  to  rest  in 
his  proper  place  and  develop  his  endowments  with  full  free¬ 
dom.  Under  the  rule  of  Aodc,  therefc.ro,  everybody  does 
what  he  is  capable  of  doing.  Applied  to  international  re- 

M 

~  J 
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let tone,  it  cennct  fell  to  brine  true  per oe.  The  feulty 
tre naif t ion  of  these  words  often  seen  shows  thf t  we  must 
pey  apeoie 1  heod  to  the  rrt  of  translation  in  order  to 

prevont  misconceptions  on  the  pert  of  foreigners. 

NThat  Trprn  is  rpprocirtive  of  the  mrrtiel  spirit 
mems  t-hrt  it  is  rerdy  to  transit  te  into  reality  the 
Japeneso  spirit.  The  way  to  do  this  is  taught  in  Bushido, 
which  stands  for  realization  with  zed  and  honesty  of  the 
ideds  of  benevolence  f  nd  impartiality  under  i/jng  Kodo, 
oven  ft  the  risk  for  our  lives.  It  v/rs  because  this  spirit 
was  developed  end  preserved  by  the  Semural  clrss  that  we 

began  to  call  it  Bushido,  or  the  way  cf  the  warrior,  hut 
in  fact  It  is  i.aeutici  1  with  our  nr  tional  spirit. 

iliiitr  risa  infects  Army 

*Our  army  spirit  tod'  y  is  the  s>  me  thing,  end  guided 
hy  it  the  rrr-iy  cf  the  ilipercr  hrs  a  mcrclity  thrt  the 
militaristic  spirit  that  hrs  been  predominant  in  the  wcrld 
in  recent  yen  rs  hrs  unfortunately  invr  ded  our  army  to  a 
certdn  degree.  Th-t  this  tomporrry  Infection  hes  led  tc 
misunderstand ing  of  the  fundamental  spirit  of  Japan  is  to 

he  deeply  regretted. 

tt/.p  i  hr ve  rlrerdy  srid,  tie  uirtial  spirit,  or  Bushido, 
oennet  be  understood  without  ft  profound  study  of  Kodo, 
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which  is  C  national  foundation  peculiar  to  us.  Kcdo  is  not 
53^ 

difficult  to  oonprehend,  hovovcr,  for  it  is  the  moans  of  ac¬ 
complishing  world  peace  and  human  happiness  by  enhancement 
of  the  intrinsic  values  cf  cur  cvn  spiritual  culture,  which 
is  e  moral  conception  common  to  ell  humrnity.  The  three 
fundamental  virtues  Inherent  in  Bushido  orj  benevolence, 
symbolized  by  the  sacred  necklace,  fairness,  symbolized 
by  the  stored  mirror,  and  court coous  determine t ion,  sym¬ 
bolized  by  the  stored  sword.  They  ere  all  exemplified  in  the 

rescript  on  education  issued  by  the  K.iperor  i.eiji* 

»♦  t Ye ,  our  subjects,  be  filial  to  your  parents, 
affectionate  to  your  brothers  and  sisters}  as  husbands 
and  v/lves  be  hfracnious,  as  friends  true;  bear  your¬ 
selves  In  modesty  and  moderation:  extend  your  bene¬ 
volence  to  all;  pursue  learning  ar.d  cultivate  the  arts; 
and  thereby  develop  intellectual  facilities  rnd  perfect, 
morr.3  powers.  Furthermore  edvanee  public  good  and  pro¬ 
mote  common  interests;  always  r«»] ect  the  Constitution 
and  observe  the  laws;  should  emergency  arise,  offer 
yourselves  courageously  to  the  3tr.te*’ 

"The  way  s«t  forth  in  thi3  rescript  nukes  it  possible 
for  everybody  to  enjoy  happiness.  There  is  no  mention  of 
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-  ,  tv  .  onLv  rvle  being  that  of  virtue 
physical  compulsion,  tw  on... 

Tn  otver  words  •  benevolence  nn 
and  voluntary  obedience.  In  ot.i«r  wcra  > 

taertnoe  arc  pr.otl.od  fro,  .bar.  an,  reverence  and 

loyalty  mu  below.  This  creates  perfect  harmony.  *• 

Emperor,  ever  shouldering  overwhelming  responsible! ty  tOT 

the  wool  end  woe  of  the  nation,  ondetvors  to  gove-n  the 

uv  „«! versa!  law.  The  Emperor 
people  In  aooordnnce  with  universe* 

,  «  e  twrt  everybody  should  he  assigned 

;;0ljl  once  proclaimed  thrt  eveayou  . 

,  .  ,,  edminlstrstive  sffsirs 

his  proper  piece  end  thrt  c  11  Stete  eanin 

„toA  M,rcu„h  the  oooperetion  of  the  govern- 
should  be  conducted  throu.,n 

ing  and  the  governed. 

1  LI  liter  ism  Hot  Eno cure gad 

.  .  i  of  this  country 

"Let  due  repeat  that  the  nxr  -a 

,  v.,th  enco’iragemont  of  militarism.  On  the 
has  nothing  tc  do  with  encoirago 

.  -  e.T*rit  t«rao  to  induce  us  tc  execute 
contrary,  the  martial  spirit  a.mo 

♦.  ions .  trenscennlng 

with  responsibility  our  lnnormost 

.  ,  t.  i  t  »  ♦  j  ,4  sorry  to  sty  timt  Bushido  hts 
life  &nd  4eath« 

a  Kiji  r  a'  surfcoe^  ro^l  j  $ 

been  long  neglected  end  stryed  belo«  -• 

with  Japan  n  greet  lower  tnu  with  world  civilization 

fusing  s  crisis,  we  .re  turning  buck  to  the  Ideal  of 

v  V  1  ^  4-r  cl r  c  i  ^  ^  ^ 

Bushido,  Which  U  e,U0l  to  the  not.e  tusk 

offectutlly  tn  the  .  tt,  inment  of  world  pe,  ..,  lor  It  Is  a 

powerful  virtue,  cop- bln  of  m- terlu  living  the  principle  of 

.  *  :fc  #  * 

true  Justice. 
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"The  world  Is  eotuelly  et  the  mercy  cl’  morel  restless¬ 
ness  end  Insecurity, 

*  *  *  In  the  midst  of  this,  the  Jinohurinn  affeir  has  oc¬ 
curred,  ana  the  impression  has  teen  given  that  armed  foroes 
were  resorted  to  in  a  blunt  manner,  Not  b^^nfii  intorined 

about  the  situation,  the  world  \;5 si  ed  to  impose  shackles 
on  Japan,  If  the  long  history  of  our  sufferings  in 
Nanchuria  b°  seriously  considered,  however,  cur  action  will 

be  seen  as  fully  justified* 

wj  ferr  anybody  who  Acred  to  raise  objection  to  cur 

notion  in  Ifianchuria  would  be  actuated  Y-f  only  his  own  blind 
ego,  Bushido  does  not  indulge  in  warfare.  Our  country  has 
l  fine  record  of  peace  which  endured  for  approximately  0$ 
year 3  under  the  Tclcugtiv/B  Bhoguna to ,  Statistics  shew,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  world  at  Irrge  hes  had  a  major  war  almost 
regularly  ovary  ten  years,  Japan's  record  should  cenvin  ce 
one  of  the  peaceful  character  of  the  Japanese  poop.:.©,  *  * 

"Indeed,  wo  are  reluctant  to  fight  but  we  cannot  avoid 
fighting  for  the  sake  of  justice,  Vhnt  I  wish  sincerely  is 
thet  the  spirit  of  peace  may  prevail  and  that  the  mete  of 

warfare  will  be  made  as  humane  as  possible,  We  must  work 
hand  in  hand  with  friends  animated  by  the  seme  spirit  in 
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order  to  eliminate  the  present  diaiv  1  t t. tic sj here  of  the 
v/orld*  The  first  thine  we  nui  t  do  is  tr  ?  malgamato  material 
civilization  and  spiritual  culture  and  endeavor  earnestly 
to  allow  f 11  peoples  to  develop  themselves  freely  in  eooor- 
dence  v/ith  their  respective  aptitudes* 

ttj  v/ish  to  declare  to  the  world  at  xn^p  that  our 
Japanese  way  is  based  upon  benevolence  eno  f>  irneas  and 
that  Bushido  aims  at  carrying  out  our  he. W s  even  at  the 
risk  of  our  lives.  Only  Bushido  can  solve  disputes  with¬ 
out  bloodshed •  It  is  the  one  key  tc  permanent  peace,” 
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